Señora Anderson    

   ¡BIENVENIDOS!                 Spanish III & IV 2023-2024
Non-Official Dekalb County Syllabus – Sra. Anderson´s Class Syllabus
 Welcome to Sra. Anderson’s Spanish class.  Although students and parents have already received the official course syllabus, this supplement is to provide additional information about how the course is taught, class norms, and overall expectations.  

Course Descriptions and Objectives:
 Students will learn to listen, speak, read, and write in Spanish using the guidelines defined by the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) and ACTFL Standards for Spanish III & IV.  Students will be exposed to various areas of Spanish and Latin American culture, heritage, and language by participating in an active and integrated classroom setting. 

 In class, 95%+ Spanish will be spoken. The last 3 to 5 minutes of class will be reserved for English if the students need it.  At first, many students will be hesitant and will likely become frustrated.  However, this period does pass in usually 3-4 weeks.  During this period, I will continue to speak in Spanish and encourage the students to stay calm and not become too frustrated.   There has been a great deal of research in the field of foreign language acquisition and this period of frustration is normal and to be expected.  It is during this time that the brain is filtering all the new language that it is absorbing. After a few weeks of continuous language input, the frustration and anxiety will start to decline, and the students will begin to produce language without frustration.  Before they know it, they are speaking Spanish!!!  

This course is a highly active, hands-on, highly engaged course and requires that students participate in class everyday.  
   Keeping in mind that all students have already successfully mastered the content of Spanish I, II, and III, they are expected to demonstrate their language skills on a daily basis in class, IT IS NOT AN OPTION!. I do not use the book in my day-to-day methods or pedagogy.  However, the book is a valuable resource for grammar and glossary needs.  Since bookwork and packets are not part of my daily methods (on occasion), it is imperative that the class is highly structured, yet relaxed enough for students to feel comfortable to take risks in the language. The Spanish that is spoken and listened to in class cannot be replicated outside of the classroom, so it is extremely important that the students come prepared and be willing to engage in dialog DAILY.  Although this course does incorporate all the traditional methods of assessments, i.e., homework, quizzes, tests, projects, and a final exam, the majority of the overall grade will come from class participation (Guided Practice instruction for 45% of the total grade). Assessment while Learning at 35% of the total grade will reflect quiz, homework, and packet grades.  The final exam will be in the category of Summative Assessments for a total value of 30% of the grade.  As a class, we are only together for 45+ minutes a day.  It is imperative that every available minute is used optimally. 
CLASS PARTICIPATION:
 Class Participation is a weekly grade and requires earnest effort on part of the student. This course is not taught as a passive learning class.  There is a separate Class Participation Rubric used for this weekly grade.
Supplies for Spanish III & IV:  ALL MATERIALS WILL REMAIN IN THE CLASSROOM
· NOTE: ALL CLASS MATERIALS WILL REMAIN IN THE CLASSROOM AND NOT BE USED FOR OTHER CLASSES.

· 2 subject-notebook with folder dividers to keep papers organized.  NO 3-RING BINDERS
· 1- 20+ pack of tabs
· 3 pens (a pencil is recommended)
· 1 black Sharpie

· 2 highlighters – different colors
· 1 sandwich size baggie 
· Additional supplies that most students like to have available are pencil sharpeners, post-it notes, and white out.



Ayudantes:

 Ayudantes are ‘helpers’.  All class ayudantes are volunteers and never assigned.  Ayudantes will sign up for the days they wish to work on the Ayudante Calendar.  On these days, the ayudantes will arrive to class as early as possible and immediately begin passing out the class materials (cuadernos y bolsas) to their classmates.  At the end of class, they will collect the materials and put them in the assigned class crates.  Ayudantes will receive a dulce for each day they volunteer.  In addition, students that sign up for 3-5 days in a week will receive a few extra participation points for the week.
CLASSROOM RULES: (FIRM & STEADFAST):
 Keeping in mind that the students are not obligated to be in these courses, but indeed requested these courses, I expect the students to behave in an attentive, mindful, and mature manner. All students are expected to behave in a respectful and polite manner.  However, I do have three (3) mandatory rules to maintain an active, hands-on, positive, and highly rigorous classroom setting.
· Use body language to show respect.  Make eye contact to show the speaker that you are actively listening.  Nobody likes to think that others are not listening to what is being said.  Everybody likes to be ‘heard’ and body language is strong form of communication.

· Nobody will ever behave in a manner that is insulting and/or intimidating to any person in the classroom.  Speaking in another language requires risk-taking.  Students will not want to take the necessary risks of speaking in class (and ultimately outside of class) if he/she feels foolish.  This behavior is NEVER acceptable.

· At no time will it be allowed for a student to actively seek out attention and have a captive audience in the class, whether positive or negative, as he/she mandates. The entire class deserves the full attention of the instructor, and it will never be acceptable for a student to take away the learning opportunities of the other students for poor choices made by a classmate.
· Eating is not permitted in class unless authorization is given.

· PASAPORTES: At the beginning of each semester, students will receive EUROS, which are used for a few behavioral procedures.  However, the most common procedure is leaving the classroom. If a student wishes to leave the room at his/her request, the student will need to pay EUROS. Once the Euros are gone, the student will no longer be permitted to leave the classroom.
· EUROS: Euros may also be used if a student is off task and has been redirected 2 or more times.

· Many students ask if they can earn Euros.  Students can earn Euros by bringing in classroom supplies, such as large boxes of Kleenex, color copy paper, packs of tabs or post-its, and other classroom supplies listed above.

· Euros will be given when students go above and beyond in the language, and I witness the exceptional performance.

Electronic Devices:

As a general rule, electronics are prohibited unless otherwise directed by me. Electronics include cellphones, laptops, earbuds, Bluetooth, and smart watches. These devices will not be visible during class time, they should remain in student backpacks.  Such incidences will be reflected in the student’s weekly participation. Insubordination of this class rule will result in disciplinary action. 
Cheating/Integrity of Student Work:

This policy is strictly enforced. Students of Spanish III and IV have mastered the content of the previous levels and have chosen to engage in further study of the language.  Hence, students are expected to demonstrate their mastery of previously taught material. When learning new content, it is expected that students will make errors while developing more control over the content. When students seek outside sources to complete their work, such as translation and interpretation sites, and having a Spanish-speaking friend tell them what to write, students are clearly not using their own brains to complete the work.  Therefore, any evidence of using an outside source to complete work is CHEATING. Students are allowed to use the physical, paperback dictionaries in class. Asking for help and clarity are not cheating because the student must use his/her brain to properly construct the language needed for the assignment. VERY IMPORTANT… at any point of the year, on any lesson, if there is evidence of cheating and the student cannot support or reproduce the work when asked, the student will receive a zero on the assignment.  Depending on the severity of the offense, a referral will be submitted to the CHS Academic Honesty Council for disciplinary action, which becomes a permanent part of the student´s transcript. Keep in mind that students demonstrate their language proficiencies in class, and it is easily detected when a student uses an outside source to complete an assignment.
DETENTION AND ISS: IN SCHOOL SUSPENSION IS NOT INDEPENDENT STUDY SESSIONS!!!!
As written in the Dekalb County Code of Conduct, detention and ISS are forms of discipline depending on level of student behavior and frequency.  My objective is to keep the student in class, therefore the primary forms of discipline that I will use are the following:

· Redirect the student during class = 1

· Talk with the student in private = 2
· Talk with the student in private and reflect back to first talk = 3 (depending on severity of offense)
· Call home = 4 (depending on Stage 3 and teacher discretion)
· Issue Detention = 5 (tell student and notify parents) May be skipped and go directly to #6
· Meeting with parents and may include any Counseling, Support, and/or Administrative Personnel = 6
· Discipline Referral = 7 (depending on circumstances, the referral could be stage 1)
Please keep in mind… when a student is not present in my class, he/she is losing valuable contact time and this time cannot be replaced with book work and worksheets.  My goal is to keep all of my students in class all period, everyday!!!
LATE WORK:
Unless arrangements have been made ahead of time, late work will receive a penalty deduction of 10 pts. for each school day the assignment is late.  The points deducted will come off the total assignment grade. This rule applies to ALL assignments.
COMMUNICATION:
Communication between parents and educators is vital to a healthy learning relationship.  I ask that parents provide me with current contact information.  I use REMIND, email, and my website to provide notifications and updates. I strongly encourage both parents and students to contact me via email with any questions and/or concerns. Please visit my website:   www.senoratanderson.weebly.com
Or email me at:   theresa_anderson@dekalbschoolsga.org
I expect this year to be a fun and positive learning experience for your child.  In order to promote an optimal learning environment, I encourage open and constant communication between the students, parents, faculty, and administration.  Please feel free to contact me at any time during the year. (Email is the most effective method)
** Attached are (3) three separate permission and acknowledgment questions.  Please respond to each section by checking the appropriate answer and providing your signature.  When completed, please return the last page to me. 
Sra. Anderson’s Class Syllabus 2023-2024                                  Non-Official Dekalb County Syllabus
Chamblee Charter High School

Sra. Anderson: Spanish III & IV, Parent Permission Forms
** Parents: If you have an e-mail address and would like for me to send you periodic or regular updates, please write it in below.

**________ Yes, please communicate with me at the following e-mail address



____________________ @ _______________________


____________________ @ _______________________


____________________ @ _______________________
________ No, please do not communicate with me via e-mail.
** Parents and Students: Please sign the statement below.


“I have read all of the items listed in the syllabus for Spanish III & IV, taught by Señora Anderson and      I fully understand the contents of the syllabus.”

_________________________________

_____ 
        _______   
________

        (Student Name -PRINT)



Period
    Spanish Level
      Date
**_________________________________

____________

        (Parent Signature)




 (Date)
** Parents:  A valuable tool in learning a foreign language and assessing student progress is videotaping student presentations, dramas (role-plays), and oral language activities. Students are always amazed to see themselves on video and how they present themselves.  I will be videotaping activities for CLASS AND SCHOOL USE ONLY.  However, I would like permission to show and submit pictures and videos for school and other educational purposes. These pictures and videos will most likely be taken in class and in and around the campus to be used in projects for class, yearbook, extra-curricular clubs and organizations, school collages, and professional development.  Please check the appropriate permission box and sign below.
** Please keep in mind that if you mark ‘NO,’ I may videotape, but cannot show the video to students, post to school related presentations, present at conferences for higher teacher learning.  It truly is a vital tool for presentational skills.

_______ Yes, you may show and submit videos and pictures of my child for class and school use only.

_______ No, you may not show or submit videos or pictures of my child for class and school use only.

**________________________________

____________
        (Parent signature)




 (Date)
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